
 

 

 

EMERGING SCHOLARS FORUM 

Heba Abd el Gawad is a research fellow at the Institute of Archaeology, University 
College of London. She specializes in the history of Egyptian archaeology and Egyptian 
perceptions and representations of ancient Egypt and has co-developed with Prof. Alice 
Stevenson the AHRC funded project: ‘Egypt’s Dispersed Heritage: Views from Egypt’. 
She has led various curatorial roles in Egypt and the UK and has been selected as one 
of the most influential 21 Egyptian women in 2021 for her community work in the 
heritage sector. She acknowledges her privilege and training in the colonial discipline of 
Egyptology and recognizes the rights of the wider Egyptian community in the knowledge 
production of their past and heritage. 

Asif Ali Akhtar is an LSE Fellow in Media and Communications at LSE and earned his 
Ph.D. from NYU in 2023. His doctoral dissertation, "Television Siyasat," delved into the 
repercussions of broadcast media privatization during General Pervez Musharraf's 
regime in Pakistan. Dr. Akhtar's research connects today's media challenges in 
Pakistan to its colonial history, drawing from archival research at the India Office 
Records collection. His work received departmental distinction and NYU Outstanding 
Dissertation Award nominations. Holding an M.A. in Politics from NSSR and a B.A. in 
International Studies and Economics, he is now developing a book proposal to analyze 
Pakistan's media and regulatory issues in a global context, encompassing emerging 
technologies' impact on society. 

Oliver Antczak is an anthropologist interested in the heritage and identity relationship, 
particularly focusing on Indigenous identity in the Southeastern Caribbean. For his B.A. 
(Leiden University College, 2016) he worked on Margarita, Venezuela. For his MPhil in 
Heritage Studies (University of Cambridge, 2018) he continued similar work on Bonaire. 
Since 2019, his PhD at the University of Cambridge (Cambridge Heritage Research 
Centre) brings the two islands into conversation with Trinidad, researching the impacts 
of different colonialisms on Indigenous identity and heritage.  

Hana Attia is a Postdoc at the University of Salzburg and a Research Associate at the 
German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA). Her research focuses on 
economic statecraft. She is particularly interested in the imposition, enforcement, and 
termination of economic sanctions. Her research has been published in peer-reviewed 
journals such as International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Peace Research, European 
Economic Review, and Review of International Economics. Hana completed her PhD at 
the University of Konstanz in April 2023 and was previously working as a Research 



Fellow at the GIGA. She was a visiting scholar at the American University in 
Washington DC funded by a Fulbright scholarship. 

Christof Brandtner is an assistant professor of social innovation at emlyon business 
school in France, a CIFAR Azrieli Global Scholar, and a senior research fellow at 
Stanford’s Civic Life of Cities Lab. His research examines how institutions and 
organizations shape the emergence, diffusion, and implementation of social innovations 
in cities and their civil society. Christof received his PhD in sociology from Stanford 
University in 2019 and was a postdoctoral scholar at the University of Chicago’s 
Mansueto Institute for Urban Innovation. 

Laura Bullon-Cassis is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Albert Hirschman Centre on 
Democracy of the Geneva Graduate Institute. Her doctoral dissertation, awarded with 
Distinction by the Department of Media, Culture, and Communication at New York 
University, explored the category of youth in climate discourse with a focus on the lived 
experiences of young people in UN climate conferences. Her broader research interests 
are at the nexus of environmental justice, climate activism, and ethnographic 
approaches to environmental politics. As a Team Leader for the International Institute 
for Sustainable Development’s Reporting Services, she regularly attends UN 
environmental conferences. She holds a BSc in Sociology and an MSc in Global Politics 
from the London School of Economics. 

Rishika Chauhan is a Post-Doctoral Researcher at King’s College London’s Centre for 
Science and Security Studies, based in the Department of War Studies. She has a 
doctorate in Diplomacy and Disarmament, from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi.  

Tenna Foustad Harbo holds a PhD in Global Studies from Aarhus University, where she 
is currently affiliated as a Research Assistant. Her doctoral dissertation explores 
contemporary contestations of epistemic power, and is particularly concerned with the 
growing transnational, student-led movement promoting pluralism in economics and 
their consistent calls for reform. Her other research interests include digital protest and 
contention, cultural expressions of educational critique, and emerging alternative 
economics. She holds a MA in International Studies from Aarhus University. 

Felipe Gaitan-Ammann is an anthropologist specializing in the study of Hispanic 
colonialism through social archaeology, postcolonial theory, material culture studies, 
and museum anthropology. He is a proponent of the new field of Afro-Latin American 
historical archaeology, and have worked extensively on the difficult heritage of the slave 
trade in colonial Panama. He has also implemented archaeological methods to look into 
colonial funerary practices and the development of modern lifestyles in early republican 
urban centers in Colombia. His other research interests include the anthropology of 
early modern piracy, and the theory and practice of cultural heritage in Latin America.  

Tshepo Gwatiwa is Lecturer in Intelligence Studies, in the Department of Security 
Studies and Criminology at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. He is also a 
Senior Research Fellow (Non-Resident) at the Institute for Pan-African Thought and 



Conversation (IPATC) at the University of Johannesburg, South Africa. He is editor 
of Contemporary Intelligence in Africa (Routledge, forthcoming). He is the author of The 
African Union and African Agency in International Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2022). 
He was co-editor of Expanding US Military Command in Africa: Elites, Networks and 
Grand Strategy (Routledge, 2021).  

Stanley Jachike Onyemechalu is a Gates Cambridge Scholar and PhD Candidate in 
Archaeology at King’s College, University of Cambridge, UK. His research, which was 
awarded the Emslie Horniman Anthropological Scholarship Fund by the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, explores the intersections of cultural heritage and the legacies 
of violent conflicts in the context of the Nigeria-Biafra war (1967-1970). His research 
interests cut across (post-)Conflict Memory, (post-)Conflict-heritage, Indigenous and 
Decolonial Heritage, Museum Studies, and Community Archaeology. 

Aljosha Karim Schapals is a Senior Lecturer in Journalism and Political Communication 
in the School of Communication of Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in 
Brisbane, Australia. He is also a Chief Investigator in the Digital Media Research Centre 
(DMRC), where he is currently working on a major research project on ‘The Value of 
News’, led by Professor Terry Flew and funded by the Australian Research Council 
(ARC). 

Fady Khoury is a postdoctoral fellow at the Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics at Tel 
Aviv University. Khoury completed his S.J.D. at Harvard Law School in 2023. Khoury’s 
research is focused on comparative constitutional law and design in divided places. 
Through case-studies, He explores the utility of sociological constitutional legitimacy as 
an analytical framework for understanding the dynamics of conflict in divided societies, 
the utility of federalism and devolution in addressing (some) governance failures in post-
conflict consociational systems, and the design, function and jurisprudential practices of 
apex courts in power-sharing systems. His current work is focused more broadly on 
varieties of constitutionalism in systems of power-sharing. 

Hyun Kyung Lee is an Assistant Professor at the Critical Global Studies Institute at 
Sogang University in South Korea. Her research interests include difficult heritage 
(colonial/Cold War heritage) in East Asia, transnational heritage networking, heritage 
interpretation and peace-building at UNESCO. She is the author of Difficult Heritage in 
Nation Building: South Korea and Post-conflict Japanese Colonial Occupation 
Architecture (2019). Her co-authored book is Heritage, Memory, and Punishment: 
Remembering Colonial Prisons in East Asia written in collaboration with Shu-Mei Huang 
(2019). Her most recent collaboration with Shu-Mei Huang and Edward Vickers, an 
edited volume titled Frontiers of Memory: Difficult Heritage and Cross-border Politics of 
Postcolonial Nationalism was published with Hong Kong University Press (2022).  

Mathilde Leloup is an Associate Professor of Political Science at the Institut d’Etudes 
Européennes (Université Paris 8) and a researcher at CRESPPA-LabToP. Two years 
ago, as an Oxpo Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Politics and International 
Relations (DPIR) at Oxford University, she published a book based on her PhD thesis 
on the protection of cultural heritage by UN peace operations (Dalloz, 2021). 



Márcia Lika Hattori is a Brazilian archaeologist and research assistant at the Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC). Previously she was a postdoctoral researcher 
"Margarita Salas" at the University of the Basque Country and Visiting Researcher at 
the University of Minho in Portugal. Her doctoral research with a Marie Curie fellowship 
explored how persists, in the management of dead bodies, the disappearance of 
persons in Brazil, comparing the last dictatorship and the democratic period. 

Ka Lok Yip holds a PhD in international law and international relations from the 
Graduate Institute and her research focuses on the legal and sociological aspects of 
armed conflicts. Her monography, The Use of Force against Individuals in War under 
International Law - a Social Ontological Approach is the winner of the Francis Lieber 
Book Prize this year. Ka Lok is also an experienced lawyer qualified to practice in 
England and Wales and Hong Kong. 

Christoph M. Abels currently serves as a post-doctoral fellow in the Department of 
Psychology at the University of Potsdam. His research focuses on exploring individual 
susceptibilities to disinformation and leveraging behavioral science to shape public 
policy. Beyond his primary area of study, he also delves into research topics such as 
foresight, geopolitics, technology, and soft power. Christoph earned his PhD in 
Governance and holds a Master's in Public Policy from the Hertie School in Berlin. 

Erin O’Halloran is a historian of empire and transnational connectivity across the Middle 
East-North Africa, South Asia and Europe. She is currently a Marie Curie Postdoctoral 
Fellow at the Cambridge Heritage Research Centre and Principal Investigator of 
Gernika as Orient: Bombs, Art & Fake News, an interdisciplinary project connecting 
European and colonial histories of aerial bombardment from the 20th to 21st century. 
Previously she taught international history of the 20th century at the Munk Institute for 
Global Affairs, University of Toronto, and history & politics of the modern Middle East at 
the University of Oxford. She has also worked in policy research and communications at 
the Carnegie Middle East Centre and at the United Nations in Beirut, Lebanon. Her 
forthcoming book is titled East of Empire: Egypt, India, and the World between the 
Wars. 

Lena Obermaier is a PhD candidate in Palestine Studies at the University of Exeter. 
She previously taught at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London, and 
worked for various organizations on the Middle East. Her research focuses on settler 
colonialism and forms of maiming in Palestine. 

Alisa Santikarn is an ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow in the Archaeology Department and 
Cambridge Heritage Research Centre at the University of Cambridge, where she is 
working on publishing her first monograph with Amsterdam University Press. Her PhD, 
entitled The Last Elephant Catchers: (In)visible Indigenous Heritage in Thailand, MPhil 
(Archaeological Heritage and Museums), and BA (Hons) (Human, Social and Political 
Sciences) are also from the University of Cambridge. 

Kristine Sheets is a PhD Candidate in Palestine Studies at the University of Exeter 
(European Center for Palestine Studies). Prior to joining Exeter, she received her 



Master’s Degree in Middle Eastern Studies from King’s College London. Kristine's 
research explores the intersections between memory, generation, and identity in the 
contexts of collective trauma in historically marginalized groups. She is interested in the 
role inherited memories play in contextualizing the lived experiences and psychological 
responses of the offspring of survivors, including how these memories influence identity 
formation, psychological well-being, and long-distance nationalism in subsequent 
generations within social groups.' 

Agata Stepnik is a research officer in the Discipline of Media and Communication at the 
University of Sydney, Australia. Her research interests include user agency in 
recommender systems, and news consumption practices on social media platforms.  

Chunmeizi Su is a Lecturer of Digital Cultures at The University of Sydney. Her 
research interests include platform studies, algorithms, digital policy and platform 
governance. She has published extensively on Media, Culture & Society, Television and 
New Media, Global Media and China and other publications.  

Jahan Z Ahmed is a Global Studies PhD candidate at University of California Santa 
Barbara (UCSB). His transnational research focuses on the American support for an 
Urdu book translation program in Pakistan (1947-72) in the broader context of the 
cultural cold war. He previously was an International Fulbright scholar at American 
University in Washington DC where he earned an MA in International Peace and 
Conflict Resolution. He also holds an M.Phil. in Political Science from the GC University 
in Lahore. 


